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Tragic Hero
Ivan as a Tragic Hero
A tragic hero refers to an individual that faces adversity and confronts the challenges as the main character. A tragic hero is mostly presented as the primary target by challenges and dangers in a society that other people can relate to improving the situation. Ivan fits the definition of a tragic hero following the nature of his life and death. Ivan lives in a society of negativity and hypocrisy, and as the main character in the story succumbs to the psychological and physical deterioration. Ivan creates an emotional connection with the audience after his death; one evaluates their life despite the fear of death. Ivan's life and death trigger the question of social relationships and what one should do to avoid facing such an agonizing death.  Ivan's downfall results from the societies' hypocrisy, a common aspect with tragic heroes. Ivan comes from good to bad, which is a common characteristic of a tragic hero according to the definition from the video. 
Tolstoy’s Changes
Tolstoy changes the reader's expectation of the tragic hero in the last four chapters on Ivan's agonizing downfall. The first four chapters describe Ivan's success in a hypocritical society. Tolstoy describes Ivan's childhood, education, marriage, and career life, where he takes a top position. Ivan is successful in most aspects and utilizes the freedom to travel to different parts of the world. The unexpected occurs when Tolstoy describes the hero's psychological deterioration. The changes in the reader's expectation trigger the question, "Can it be that I have not lived as one ought?" (Tolstoy, 109). The ability to relate directly to Ivan's downfall brings out the unexpected concept of a tragic hero. 
Modern Society
The story of Ivan's death by Tolstoy presents a modern tragedy where people come from good to bad. Most people live a life similar to Ivan as they invest in professional and social life but end up succumbing to agonizing deaths. The current society is full of negative aspects that drain back one's effort by pulling them from good to wrong. Most of the workmates and close relatives are concerned about the material wealth and career positions left by Ivan. The modern society is reflected in the lack of remorse for the death of a colleague and a relative. Most people focus on the material gains that one leaves after the earthly life are reflected in the story. Similarly, to the story, the death of a once-successful person brings meditation mood where one tries to figure out their life after death and what they need to do while alive (Tolstoj, 32). The fear of death is common in modern society, and it presents a tragedy to many heroes. 
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